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The Kingdom of Denmark is demonstrating compliance with minimum safeguards 
in a 3-level approach, see table 1. Firstly, via a general policy commitment and score 
in relevant quantitative indicators; secondly, by sovereign commitment to interna-
tional guidelines for corporates with a focus on human rights and business; thirdly, 
by setting expectations that corporates active in the country act in line with the in-
ternational guidelines. 
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Table 1  
Overview of compliance with minimum safeguards 

 
Minimum Safeguards Criteria Documentation for the Kingdom of Denmark  

compliance 
1 General sovereign level 

 
1.a The sovereign shall demonstrate that  
relevant conventions and treaties related  
to business and human rights have been 
signed by the sovereign.  
 
1.b The sovereign shall demonstrate a 
quantitative score in a minimum of 2  
relevant indicators reflecting adherence  
to human rights and low corruption level  
respectively. 
 

The Kingdom of Denmark has ratified relevant conven-
tions and treaties on human rights and business, including 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (IC-
CPR), International Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights (ICESCR), and the eight fundamental con-
ventions of the International Labour Organization’s (ILO) 
Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights. 
 
There are no issues directly related to business and hu-
man rights mentioned in the latest Universal Periodic Re-
view.  
Universal Periodic Review - Denmark | OHCHR  
 
Quantitative indicators from the World Bank, Freedom 
House and Transparency International scores Denmark 
very good in assessments, which reflects adherence to 
human rights and a very low level of corruption. 
 
Human rights: 
Voice and Accountability: Percentile Rank, Lower Bound 
of 90% Confidence Interval - Denmark | Data 
(worldbank.org) 
 
Denmark: Freedom in the World 2025 Country Report | 
Freedom House 
 
Corruption: 
Control of Corruption: Percentile Rank, Lower Bound of 
90% Confidence Interval | Data (worldbank.org) 
 
Corruption Perceptions Index 2024 - Transparency.org 
 

 

 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/upr/dk-index
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/VA.PER.RNK.LOWER?locations=DK
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/VA.PER.RNK.LOWER?locations=DK
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/VA.PER.RNK.LOWER?locations=DK
https://freedomhouse.org/country/denmark/freedom-world/2025
https://freedomhouse.org/country/denmark/freedom-world/2025
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/CC.PER.RNK.LOWER
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/CC.PER.RNK.LOWER
https://www.transparency.org/en/cpi/2024/index/dnk
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Table 1 (continued) 
Overview of compliance with minimum safeguards 

 
Minimum Safeguards Criteria Documentation for the Kingdom of Denmark  

compliance 
2 International guidelines for corporates 

 
The sovereign shall formally adhere to  
the OECD Guidelines for Multinational  
Enterprises and/or demonstrate  
commitment to the implementation of 
the UN Guiding Principles on Business 
and Human rights.  

 

The Kingdom of Denmark adheres to the OECD Guide-
lines for Multinational Enterprises, which is demonstrated 
via the existence and effectiveness of a National Contact 
Point.  
NCP Denmark (In English) | NCP Danmark  
 
The Kingdom of Denmark has a National Action Plan re-
garding implementation of the UN Guiding Principles on 
Business and Human Rights.  
Danish National Action Plan 

 
3 Expectations on corporates  

 
The sovereign shall demonstrate that  
legislation has been implemented, or  
expectations are set for corporates active  
in the country. It should regard that  
corporates act in line with the OECD  
Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises 
and/or the UN Guiding Principles on  
Business and Human Rights.  

 

According to the Danish Financial Statements Act, large 
corporates are requested to account for how they ap-
proach sustainability. This includes, but is not limited to, in-
formation on sustainability-related policies and processes 
that the corporates have in place.  
Årsregnskabsloven 
 
 
The Kingdom of Denmark has a policy which sets expecta-
tions on, and recommendations for, state-owned corpo-
rates regarding sustainability.  
Statens ejerskabspolitik – April 2015 
 
Sustainability requirements are part of public procurement 
facilitated by Statens og Kommunernes Indløbsservice 
(SKI). SKI is a public organisation which develops pur-
chase agreements on behalf of the public sector in Den-
mark. In the purchase agreements suppliers shall commit 
to working with the OECD Guidelines for Multinational En-
terprises and the UN Guiding Principles on Business and 
Human Rights.  
Sådan arbejder SKI med grønne indkøb – SKI 

 

 

https://ncp-danmark.dk/in-english
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Issues/Business/NationalPlans/Denmark_NationalPlanBHR.pdf
https://www.retsinformation.dk/eli/lta/2024/1057
https://fm.dk/media/dp1dw3d0/statens-ejerskabspolitik.pdf
https://www.ski.dk/videnssider/sadan-arbejder-ski-med-gronne-indkob/
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